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The sky's the limit at a penthouse H ® hlnft by Victoria Blau

text: gregory cerio photography: albert vecerka/esto




Architects—talented and committed ones, at any rate—always seem to have a touch of obsessive-
compulsive disorder. They're consumed by rational planning and methodology and passionate about
uniformity, accuracy, proportions, and plumb lines. With this notion in mind, you might jokingly won-
der if Victoria Blau is as crazy as a loon, Her design for a duplex penthouse loft in SoHa is rigorous
yet sublime, as mucha testament to her meticulousness and dedication as to her creativity. “The
process is as important as the finished product,” she says. "Each detail in this place was exactingly
custom-crafted.”

Her U.K.-based client, who frequently visits New York, gave very brief marching orders to Victoria
Blau Architect and Architeam, a firm involved in preliminary design for the 5,700-square-foot space.
“He said it should be open and peaceful, with room for guests and small dinner parties,” Blau reports.
A complete gut job resulted in a three-bedroom plan centering on an atrium living area,

While the owner did not specifically request a Japanese ambience, it suggested itself to Blau =
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Previous spread: [n the living area of o
SoHo penthouse, Victoria Blau Architect
usedlarchthat was hand-rubbed, then
ebonized, for o custam cocktail table's
tap ond o built-in banquette with leather-
covered cushions. The plasterhoard wall sy
above the gas fireploce serves os o ¥ Ao 6 e T P - ‘ 54
screen for o projection television. s e iy e Pt % _,3&»’\;;.%'
Left: The living area's custom rug was

pieced together from dyed cowhide,

Right, from top: Custom brushed-steel
sconces swing out from the woll above the moster bedroom's bed. A weeping birch grows in the
light well, which is enclosed by %-inch-thick commerical-grade gless.




Top: The living area has o 29-foat ceiling. Bottom: Volcanic basalt from
Italy clads the master bathroom.

Opposite top: In the master bedroom, @ chair by Fatima de la Espada
faces a settee by Antonio Citterio. Opposite bottom: Larch meets
stainless steel in the kitchen.
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The dining table stands in o 1 7-inch-deep well,
surraunded by custom leather-covered cush-
ions. Behind, a display cose contains Jupa-
nese and British contemporory ceramics by
the likes of Usuf Kozunari, Miyojima Masayuki,
and Ursula Motley Frice,




by installing miniature colored gels, the kind used by photographers and filmmakers. “To find the
gels that would create the right glow, we went through hundreds of them,” she says. “They’re pack-
aged like paint chips,” Crazy? Crazy like a fox, =

PROJECT TEAM

CORRIE ROSEN [PROJECT MANAGER]; AMANDA LOY: VICTORIA BLAU ARCHITECT, PHILIP CAVE ASSOCIATES; PLANT SPECIALISTS: LANDSCAPING CONSULTANTS.
LANE ENGINEERING CONSULTING; SEVERUD ASSOCIATES: STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. THOMAS POLISE CONSULTING ENGINEERS: MEF. IRDN WORKS BY
Y5L: METALWORK, VCA: WOOOWORK, MARMARD MASTERS: STONEWORK, BARON: UPHOLSTERING, FOUNDATIONS: GENERAL CONTRACTOR,

PRODUCT SOURCES

FROM FRONT HALSTED WELLES ASSDCIATES: CUSTOM FIREPLACE [LIVING AREA]. FOLTRONA FRAU: OTTOMANS, HOLLY HUNT: BANQUETTE UPHOLSTERY.
KYLE BUNTING: CUSTOM RUG. EDELMAN LEATHER: PILLOW UPHOLSTERY [LIVING AREA], CUSHION UPHOLSTERY [DINING AREA). SCHUCO INTERNATIONAL:
SLIDING DDORS (BEDRDOM). LATTOFLEX: BED, CALVIN KLEIN HOME: BED LINENS, LEAX: CUSTOM SCONCES. LEFROY BROOKS THROUGH PEARL IMPORTS:
SINKFITTINGS, SHOWER FITTINGS (BATHROOM). DDRNBRACHT THROUGH SIMON'S HARDWARE & BATH: SHOWER (BATHROOM], SINK FITTINGS [KITCHEN].
DE LA ESPADA: CHAIR [BEDROOM), B&B ITALIA: SETTEE, WAINLANDS: CUSTOM HODD [KITCHEN). HERA: RECESSED HOOD LIGHTS. ARPER THROUGH SUITE NEW
YORK: STOOLS. GANDIA BLASCO: PERGOLA, FURNITURE [TERRACE). MASTER KITCHEN SUPPLIES: CABINETRY. THROUGH GEM APPLIANCES: GRILL. FRITZ
HANSEN THROUGH SUITE NEW YORIC: CHAIR (STUDY). INGO MAURER: PENDANT FIXTURES, HOPE'S WINDOWS: CUSTOM DOOR [STAIRWELL), THROUGHOUT
LITELAB CORP.: RECESSED CEILING FIXTURES. 10 LIGHTING: LED FIXTURES. BARTCO LIGHTING: COVE LIGHTING. STONE SO0URCE: FLODRING. BEHJAMIN
MOORE B CO.: PAINT,
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Left: The roof terroce’s pergola by José Gandia shades seating by Romdn Esteve Estudio
de Arquitectura and an outdoorkitchen with o Stainless grill. Right, from top: Opening
onta both terraces, the study features an Ame Jacabsen chair and Ingo Maurer pendant
fixtures. LED strips under-light this staircase’s blackened-steel treads.

1 ENTRY

2 KITCHEN

3 LIVINGAREA
4 DINING AREA
5 LIGHTWELL

(-1 BEORODOM
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